of space. There is a detailed description of the use of diathermy in retinal detachment surgery, but barely a mention of the advantages of cryosurgical techniques. Similarly, the value of the microscope in ophthalmic surgery is not mentioned.
Though it would appear that this volume does not completely represent up-to-date methods of treatment, it clearly remains of value both to the undergraduate and to the postgraduate in preparing for their degrees or diplomas. D L EASTY Background to Migraine edited by J N Cumings MD FRCP FRCPath pp xiii+89 illustrated £2-25 London: William Heinemann 1971 This short book contains the papers given at the Fourth Migraine Symposium, held in London in September 1970. On this occasion the papers were in general slanted towards an audience of clinicians rather than research workers. They cover* various aspects of the subject and of special interest is Dr Phillips' discussion on 'Migraine and the pill' and Dr Waters' study on 'Epidemiological aspects of migraine'. Professor Cumings' Sandoz lecture on biochemical aspects of migraine completes the volume and he emphasizes how little is at present known about this aspect of the disorder. The organizing committee of an important international congress face a dilemma when they consider their policy with regard to publication of the proceedings. They have to choose between many alternatives, the extremes of which are publication of a superbly produced, but possibly out of date, volume many months after the congress, and the publication of the papers in advance, even before they are delivered. The organizers of the Third Asian and Australasian Congress of Anesthesiology chose the latter alternative and, since the papers must have been submitted a considerable time before the congress, it must be accepted that some speakers may possibly have revised the content of their contributions before they were actually presented. The publication of spontaneous comment or criticism from other speakers is also necessarily excluded.
This volume which has emerged is nevertheless a valuable record ofcurrent thought on aneesthesia and contains contributions from many recognized international authorities from both inside and outside the continents for whom the congress was primarily organized. Twenty-two sessions are presented in chronological order. Six of these were organized symposia, but several were followed by sessions in which free papers related to the preceding symposium were presented. This arrangement has added considerably to the depth with which the various topics have been explored. These include currently controversial subjects such as obstetric analgesia and anesthesia and the response of the endocrine glands. There is a particularly valuable section on multiple trauma, and the papers on anesthesia in the Asian/ Australian Region are of important social and historical interest.
The volume would have benefited from the inclusion of a detailed index in addition to the table of contents and list of contributors. The book is inevitably costly, but not unduly so for such a publication. It should certainly be in the libraries of all teaching and academic departments.
T B BOULTON
Advances in Blood Grouping m edited by Alexander S Wiener MD FACP ppxii+658 $19-75 New York & London: Grune & Stratton 1970 In this volume is collected a large number of articles which have all appeared in various journals between 1964 and 1970 and comprise, largely, the work of Dr Wiener and his collaborators. As the title indicates, two other volumes have preceded it.
Since the work concentrates upon the output of but one school of workers, albeit an important one, it cannot purport to be a completely comprehensive account of the advances in the subject during the period covered. Much of Dr Wiener's recent original work has been devoted to investigating the blood groups of apes and monkeys and some twenty papers on this subject are included. The implications for human blood groups are discussed. This is a valuable section of the book. There is also a useful collection of articles on the medicolegal aspects of blood groups.
Too much space is awarded to papers on blood group nomenclature, many of which deal with old controversial matters of which most of us are weary, but which Dr Wiener insists on keeping alive. He diminishes his undoubtedly great reputation as a leader in the field of blood groups by his intolerance of any interpretation of blood group phenomena other than his own.
Among the final sections of the book, selected articles by a few other well-known specialists
